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                                                          The sing orfeônico and the sing choir:
                                                             Its origin and purpose 

         Is given the name of orfeão sings collective, that is, pitched for many voices, simultaneously.   

         Orfeão is, therefore, the same that choir. 

         The word choir (of the Greek - Khoros) meant in the antiquity, meeting of people who pitched sing in set and, at the same time, danced. More late, the word choir was generalized, and started to assign only sings it collective. 

         The practical of the sing in set comes of remote ages. Between old the Egípicios, Assyrians, Calceus and Hebreus the sing it not only played important function in the religious ceremonies, but also to liven up the troops in the battles.

         The king David, of Israel, got well-know as composer of salmos, sacros sings. Congregating the people in public square, David formed choirs of a thousand people more than, being this, perhaps, the origin of the great orfeônicas concentrations, so fashionable

in the times of today.

          As some authors the word orfeão assigned, old, the masculine choral societies.

          This vocabulo - orfeão - is derived from Orfeu, the god of music, in mythology Greek. It prays the legend that Orfeu played with such magnetism the lira that, under the influence of the wonderful taken off sounds of the instrument, had to be able irresistible, enchanting to all, even though the inanimate beings. 

           The sing chorale is also modality of the sing it in set. It appeared in century XVI  with Martinho Lutero, religious of the reform that, perceiving the importance of music in the cultured the holy ghost, the practical one reestablished of sings it collective in the  ceremonies of the church. 

          The sing it chorale differs sufficiently from it sing orfeônico, inasmuch as he demands certain improvement of the vocal technique and bigger addition of knowledge of the musicians singers, a time who the  repertoire is, for its style, more difficult good. 

          The sing it collective in the schools also is not newness. The first universities already included music, and very especially I sing it, enters the obligator substances of its resume.           

          It was Bocquillon Wilhem, general director of I sing it in the schools in Paris (1835), who used the Orfeão word for the first time, to assign the choir formed for the children of the primary schools. 

          Of this date in ahead became obligator sings it collective in the schools of France, taking the name of sings orfeônico. E since then generalized the term orfeão for all the vocal sets of this species, in all the countries. 
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          In the United States of the North America set has about 100.000 vocal orfeônicos, and practical its is first well-taken care of in reason of the attributed advantages it in the development of the education of the character, of it disciplines and the moral and civic feeling of the child. All the civilized peoples cultivate, nowadays, the sing it orfeônico as one of the main educative factors. 
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